Course description
Social Work as a Research Discipline

General information
7.5 ECTS
Entry requirements: Same as entry requirements for PhD program in social work, see the
curriculum for doctoral studies.
Grading system: Fail (U), Pass (G)
Responsible department: CESAR/Department of sociology

Course content
This course is intended to be an introductory course in the graduate program in Social work.
Research into social work will be positioned in terms of philosophy and sociology of science.
Furthermore, the domestic practice and research in social work within Sweden will be
considered in relation to international developments. Major theoretical orientations will be
discussed as well as topical areas of empirical research. The course will also address the
complex relations between social work research, service providers, practitioners and the
recipients/users of services. Here, a key theme will revolve around the dual roles of social
work scholars to assist in developing and improving services and to provide critical and
independent scrutiny of policies and services.

Learning outcomes
Students will attain knowledge about, and develop abilities to analyze and discuss the
following topics:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The history of social work as an academic discipline
The current organizational contexts for social work research
Social work research in an international perspective
The epistemological foundations for social work as an academic discipline
Typical topics for social work research
Typical theoretical approaches in social work research
The relations between scholarly social work and social work policy and practice.

Examination
Examination is based on active participation in seminars (specified in the course schedule)
and a few written assignments.
Written assignments:
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•
•
•
•

Review of a PhD thesis in Social work.
Case study of an expression of social work as a research discipline.
Analysis of one scholarly journal in social work.
Preparatory PMs prior to seminars (specified in course schedule)

See course schedule for specification
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PhD thesis in Social work
Additional literature can be added.
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